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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



Jxfespohse to the Office Action mailed on September 30, 2002, please reconsider the 
above-referenced application in view of the following amendments and remarks: 

Ptease rewrite Claims 1 and 17 as follows: 



1. (Am^ded) A method of recommending items to users from a database of items, die 
method comprisinj 

providing a table that maps items from the database to respective sets of similar 
itenas, wherein the table includes yv^es that indicate degrees of similarity between 
specific items, saiaSyalues reflec/ng an automated analysis of historical data indicating 
item interests of each irf a pluralfty of use^; and 

using the table \p provtfe=*personalized item recommendations 'to each of a 
plurality of target users, wi^erein the personalized item recommendations |are generated 
for a target user by at least: 

identifying multij^e items selected by the target user, wherein the multiple 

items are identified without requiring the target user to explicitly rate items or 

explicitly create an input list ofitems; and 
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